
Say NO to a Convention of States 

You may have heard that there is a campaign proposing a Convention of States or a Constitutional 
Convention or an Amendments Convention. They all mean the same thing. You may have also heard 
the terms Article V or Balanced Budget Amendment (BBA).  
 
Article V provides two methods to amend the Constitution. The method that is being promoted 
requires 34 states to file an application with Congress to amend the Constitution. Once 34 states have 
filed their application, Congress is obligated by law to call a Constitutional Convention.  
 
Please be aware there is a lot of false information that is being used to mislead people AND legislators 
from both sides of the aisle to sell a Constitutional Convention. You may see people adamant that a 
Constitutional Convention can be controlled or limited to a single issue like a BBA but we know this is 
unlikely. In this polarized political environment a run-away Constitutional Convention is inevitable. 
Once a convention is called, there is nothing to limit it, control it, or revoke it. Nothing, not even 
SCOTUS has the power to stop or revoke a convention. Laws written to bar delegates from straying 
from rules set by their state legislators or to limit a convention are as disposable as the Constitution 
itself. The Constitution, including the Bill of Rights and all other Amendments are disposable once a 
convention is called. The Constitution in its entirety could be destroyed and re-written by corporate 
lobbyists for the Koch brothers. 
 
Major selling points being used to sell a Constitutional Convention is to limit government overreach 
and interference; to impose term limits on Congress; to claw back excessive federal spending; to make 
changes to the 2nd amendment; to end Citizens United; to make changes to the electoral system. Some 
of these changes may be attractive, but the outcome of a run-away convention will certainly look 
nothing like you expected once it is over. 
 
Furthermore, Congress introduced resolutions SJ8 and HR31 to amend the Constitution to remedy 
Citizens United. 
 
Some people argue that many of the state’s applications are outdated. Those states need only rescind 
their old applications, and file new applications. Other people argue that 38 states are needed to ratify 
and it will never happen. In the 1787 convention all 13 states were needed and when one state 
opposed, they simply changed the requirement to ratify to 9 states. The same could happen today.  
 
There is another method available to amend the constitution that will keep it safe from being 
destroyed and re-written. Congress may, by a 2/3 vote in each chamber, propose a specific 
amendment. If 38 states ratify it, the Constitution is amended. 
 
If you love your country, defend its Constitution. Support making amendments using the safer method. 
No matter what anyone says, there is no guarantee that a convention will not turn into a run-away 
convention and there is nothing that can stop it if it does.  
 
Call your state legislators and ask them not to support an Article V Convention of States and to rescind 
any applications that have been filed. 
 

 


